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February 2007 -- news for the Lions of MD5M 
 
MD5M Peace Poster winner is also 
merit winner at International 
 

 
 
The Peace Poster shown above was drawn by 
Kelly Elness of Sauk Rapids, Minnesota. Kelly’s 
poster was picked by the Sauk Rapids Riverside 
Lions Club to advance in the contest and was 
chosen as one of only 23 merit award winners 
from Lions Clubs International. 
 
According to information from LCI, approximately 
350,000 children from 73 countries participated in 
this year’s Peace Poster Contest. Kelly’s entry 
was chosen as a merit winner based on creativity, 
originality and portrayal of the theme, “Celebrate 
Peace.” As a merit award winner, Kelly will receive 
$500.00 and a certificate of merit. 
 
Kelly and her family are planning to attend Lions 

Day with the United Nations in new York City on 
March 9th. 

 
 

Admission of Women Shows Value of 
Prudent Change 
by Jimmy M. Ross 
President, Lions Clubs International 
 
The International Association of Lions Clubs 
Lions encountered a changed world 20 years ago. 
After decades of allowing only men to be Lions, 
women were allowed to join. At first, a brave few 
joined. But before long more and more took the 
plunge and today 17.5 percent of all Lions are 
women. In some districts the figure is close to 50 
percent. 
 
There was hand wringing among some Lions 
when their all-male sanctuary was breached. 
Some Lions wondered if they would ever feel the 
same about being a Lion and questioned whether 
they would ever feel as comfortable as they did. 
 
Well, as is often the case with sudden change, 
things turned out far differently than anticipated. 
Women have enriched Lions clubs beyond 
measure. They’ve brought new talents and 
energies to clubs and districts. They’ve saved 
some clubs from extinction and revived others that 
were drifting toward inactivity. Without women, 
Lions would not nearly be the same social force 
we are today. 
 
Our experience with opening membership to 
women should serve as a parable. It’s a story that 
teaches us to be open to change. Doing things 
differently can be fraught with anxiety. The easiest 
thing to do is to do what has been done in the 
past. But that’s not necessarily the best course of 
action. 
 
As International President, I’ve urged Lions to 
embrace a “paradigm shift.” We need to take the 
best course of action, which is not always the 



 

 

routine or the expected. Don’t change your club’s 
chief fund-raiser or recruitment tactics just for the 
sake of change. But do consider the unique 
circumstances of your club and community and 
analyze if your practices are the best match for 
your situation. Many clubs probably should not 
change a thing or change only a thing or two. But 
others would probably flourish as never before if 
they make a few significant changes. 
 
Life changes whether we like it or not. Those 
people and organizations that are adaptive and 
flexible stand the best chance of success. Melvin 
Jones, our founder, made a huge paradigm shift 
when he insisted that his new service club would 
be all about service and not self-interest, as was 
often the case in his day. We need to honor his 
spirit and be willing to embrace change and 
actively shape our destiny. 
 
 

MD5M Convention News 
 
The Bird Island Lions Club invites you to the 
MD5M Convention May 18 – 20 in Willmar, 
Minnesota! 
 
Events include: 
 
Friday PDG Reception, First Timers Orientation, 
Memorial Service 
Social with Little Big Band Entertainment 
 
Saturday 
SightFirst II Rally Breakfast, Seminars, Noon 
Luncheon, Business Meeting. Spouse Event and 
Banquet with Entertainment following 
 
Sunday 
PDG Meeting and International Convention 
Meeting, Sunday Brunch 
And Much Much More  
 
Leo Zone available 
Pin Traders 
Peace Poster Winners 

Educational Booths 
Motor Home Parking 
Bus transportation from participating Hotels 
 
Come for a great Educational 
and social experience in Lions! 
 
(You will need to make separate 
reservations for your room accommodations. 
There is a list on the website also) 
For more information, email PCC Brian Sheehan, 
MD5M Convention Committee Chair 
bsheehan@rccbi.com 
 
Register On-Line at 
WWW.LIONSMD5M.ORG 
 
 
Campaign SightFirst II News 
  
Many mornings the walk to Georgia Cawley’s 
mailbox outside her Maryland (USA) home was 
one she dreaded. It wasn’t her mailbox’s contents 
that frustrated her. She dreaded going to the 
mailbox because it confirmed one of her greatest 
fears: she was losing her eye sight. 
“It was terrible not being able to read the mail,” 
said Cawley. “Every day, I would go out to the 
mailbox and hold this pile of papers in my hands 
and have no idea what they said.” 
Because of Lions, Cawley received the low-vision 
assistance and technology that helped her not 
only to read her mail, but also to remain 
independent. She represents just one of more 
than 27 million individuals whose sight has been 
saved or restored because of Lions’ SightFirst 
program. This February, as Lions celebrate the 
20th anniversary of extending membership to 
women, Lions also can celebrate delivering their 
sight-saving services to millions of women around 
the world. Most often, those services reach 
women through Lions’ SightFirst program. Of the 
27 million people whose vision has been saved 



 

 

or restored by Lions, women and children make 
up a significant portion. Each of their stories is 
unique and reminds us that our service today 
through Campaign SightFirst II will make a very 
personal difference in the lives of millions. Here 
are just a few of the success stories behind the 
SightFirst statistics. In Tapachula, Mexico, Estella 
Gonzales made her living as a seamstress sewing 
school uniforms. Each day, she carefully followed 
the seams with her sewing machine. Though she 
did not make much money, what she earned 
clothed and fed her family. Like many adults, it 
became more difficult for her to focus her eyes. 
She strained to follow the seams or thread 
a needle. However, Gonzales had no access to an 
eye exam, and more importantly, no money for 
eyeglasses. Through SightFirst, Lions were able to 
help Gonzales and her family. Eyeglasses were 
provided by a SightFirst-funded eyeglass 
distribution center in her small village. “I came to 
get an eye exam and eyeglasses from the Lions. 
I’m very thankful the Lions have given me these 
glasses,” said Gonzales. “They will provide a 
better life for my family.” 
According to World Health Organization estimates, 
refractive error still affects 124 million people who 
have not yet received SightFirst services. 
Severe refractive error causes blindness 
in five million people. In most of these 
cases, all that is needed to drastically 
improve someone’s quality of life is an 
eye exam and a pair of eyeglasses. 
Thousands of miles away in India, 
Adabala Lakshmi Narasamha had 
trouble seeing as her world became 
foggy and blurred by cataract. Along 
with gradually losing her ability to 
perform everyday tasks, she no longer 
could see the smiling face of her 
grandchild. Through SightFirst, she 
received cataract surgery that returned 
this joy to her life.“I’m very happy to get back 
my eyesight, I can see clearly, just like my early 
days. God bless the Lions for the noble 
work they are doing,” said Narasamha. 
Through SightFirst, Lions are addressing 

the world’s leading cause of blindness: 
cataract. According to global estimates, 
cataract is responsible for 48 percent of 
world blindness, a statistic representing 
nearly 18 million people. Even in areas 
where cataract surgeries are available, 
the cost and a lack of information and 
transportation prevail. For many people 
like Narasamha in the remote reaches 
of developing countries, receiving a 
SightFirst cataract surgery is life changing. 
A SightFirst van visited her village, 
screened patients, and brought her to 
and from a Lions’ eye hospital with 
other surgery candidates. She, like 
millions of others, received the treatment 
she needed because of Lions’ SightFirst 
program. 
In Africa, things as innocent as a child’s touch or 
the water in a wash basin can carry the threat of 
blindness. Many community members like Rachel 
Wambui of Kenya knew something was wrong in 
her village. “Our children were always getting sick 
because of not having clean water.” One such 
serious illness, trachoma, does not easily leave 
infected households. This blinding disease, which 
infects 80 million people today, is often passed 
back and forth through personal contact between 
mother and child. After repeated infections, 
the inside of the eyelid becomes scarred and 
the eyelashes turn inward and scar the delicate 
surface of the eye, causing blindness. But 
because of SightFirst, many families like 
Wambui’s in Kenya receive the fresh water and 
education that helps them prevent the disease. In 
addition, Lions give those already infected the 
surgeries and antibiotics they need to save their 
vision. Lions’ success in SightFirst is more than 
just numbers. Each one of the 27 million 
individuals whose vision has been saved or 
restored has a personal story, and each of those 
stories is a testament to the life-changing service 
SightFirst provides. Through Campaign SightFirst 
II, SightFirst will continue to address the world’s 
leading causes of blindness affecting not only 
women, but also men and children in the United 



 

 

States, Mexico, Kenya, India and around the 
world. By raising US$150 million for Campaign 
SightFirst II, Lions will have the opportunity to 
make a world of difference in the lives of millions. 
Today, there are 37 million blind people whose 
future hinges on Lions’ resolve to continue the 
SightFirst program. When Lions succeed in 
Campaign SightFirst II, 37 million more individuals 
will have a story of thanks and of renewed hope 
because of Lions’ service for sight. 
 
SMSU freshman leads campus Lions 
club in Marshall, Minnesota 
story and photo by: Jim Tate, University Relations, 
SMSU 
 
Shradda Dhungel looks at her pursuit of a degree 
in the United States as an adventure. 
The SMSU freshman from Nepal took a leap of 
faith when she decided to leave her native country 
to pursue an education in the U.S. “I was looking 
for a new adventure, and I’m happy to get what I 
wanted,” she said. 
She is the first president of the newly formed 
SMSU Lions Club, which received its charter 
during spring semester 2006. 
“Most of the Lions Club members are international 
students,” she explained. “We have one of the few 
college chapters around.” 
The Lion’s Club on campus has its own projects, 
and also assists area Lion’s Clubs with initiatives, 
as well. “For instance, our group helped the Tracy 
chapter in the food stand at Boxcar Days,” she 
said. 
The SMSU chapter also pursues its own projects, 
such as raising funds for Special Olympics and 
having members volunteer to help students with 
disabilities.  
“(Director of Physical Medicine) Dan Snobl is a 
Lion and he wanted to start a campus chapter,” 
said Dhungel. “It took a lot of work to get started, 
and we’re really enjoying it.” 
Snobl said Dhungel is a good selection to head 
the SMSU Lions Club. “She has good leadership 
and people skills, is a good communicator and has 

a real enthusiasm for the Lions Club,” he said. 
 

 
Shaddra Dhungel, SMSU Lions President 
 

Dhungel feels it’s important that international 
students get to know the community where they 
live. “Through the Lion’s Club, international 
students are able to interact with people and get to 
know the area a lot better,” she said. 
Dhungel is one of 230 SMSU international 
students representing 25 countries from around 
the world. 
 “SMSU helps its international students get 
involved. It is accepting of students, and the 
International Student Organization (ISO) is a good 
group that helps make students feel at home.” 
Dhungel is an Environmental Science major. “My 
father wanted me to pursue social work, but then I 
realized I did not want to have any regrets later 
on. I’ve always been interested in Environmental 
Science.” 
The university’s international student population 
continues to show steady growth. With word-of-
mouth being the best recruiting tool available, it’s 
clear that international students are enjoying their 
time at SMSU, and are telling their friends about it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DG Dar Raddatz also gave The Lions’ Roar 



 

 

newsletter information about this exciting event: 
 

5M3’s 1st Annual GOVERNOR’S 
“NIGHT OUT” BALL 

 
5M3’s Induction Day 

(A Celebration of the 10th Anniversary of Lions 
Worldwide Induction Day) 
Saturday, March 31, 2007 

Social Hour:  5:00 PM 
Prime Rib Dinner:  6:00 PM 

 Induction Program:  6:45 PM 
SMSU Lions Entertainment and Dance 

Cost:  $17.00 per person 
Southwest Minnesota State University Conference 

Center 
Marshall, Minnesota 

 
5M3’s Induction Day is to welcome new Lions and 
recruit new members “to reinforce the impact each 
new Lion contributes to their club.”  This will be a 
special evening where we welcome our newest 
members.  We feel that it is appropriate to share 
the pride of what being a member means and to 
underscore the importance of getting involved, 
helping our neighbors in need and building closer 
communities in District 5M3 and the world. 
 
Worldwide Induction Day is usually a district or 
multiple district-wide event, but club participation 
is essential to this program.  Worldwide Induction 
Day is not meant to replace existing club induction 
activities, but rather adds an exciting new event to 
complement those activities.  Worldwide Induction 
Day is a symbolic statement to the Lions in our 
area and to the general public that Lions Clubs 
International is committed to recruiting quality 
members and meeting community needs.   
 
5M3’s District Governor Dar Raddatz has provided 
the real meaning of Lionism leadership in planting 
the seeds for the 1st Annual Governor’s “Night 
Out” Ball.   
The SMSU’s Lions Club will have a table at the 
Mid-Winter Conference to help promote the 

Governor’s “Night Out” Ball, to collect the names 
of new Lions inductees and prospective Lions 
members from your community.  A taste of the 
SMSU’s entertainment will be provided Friday 
evening.   We would like each Lions club to pay 
for the cost of each inductee/prospective member 
and their guest. 
 
Information needed:  Inductee/prospective 
member’s name and their guest. Other club 
members and their guests who will be attending. 
Address so a formal invitation can be sent to 
them. Telephone number and e-mail address if 
available. 
 
Event contact person: Lion Dan Snobl    
e-mail:  snobl@SouthwestMSU.edu  
Work(507)537-6296  Home phone(507)629-4734      
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LOOK AT THIS!  

WANTED – LIONS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS 
To join the bus of Lions and friends who are  

going to 
 Lions International and Leader Dog. 

See where your donation money goes. 
WHEN –April 19, 20, 21, 22 
COST - $260.00 a person. 

WHAT DOES THIS PAY FOR? 
3 nights in motels (Comfort !nn type) 

FREE continental breakfast 
All other meals are at your expense. 

Coach Bus, meeting 40 other lions from across 
the state 

We have openings for 5 couples. That’s all. 
When those are gone, there is no more room. 

PLEASE get back to me ASAP at  
952-920-1905 
or email me 

lionke1206@hotmail.com  
Thank You in advance. Lion Kay Elliott  

 
 



 

 

5M’s Marching Band is selected for 
Chicago Convention by PCC Keith Johnson 
�

Winona Cotter is a small Catholic high school 
located in Winona, MN.  The band, comprised of 
approximately 125 members (nearly 40% of the 
student body), is one of the cornerstones of the 
school.  
 
If you or your club would !like to support the band 
going to Chicago, please make your donations out 
to: Winona Cotter Marching Band and then send 
to MD5M Exec Sec. Bob Harms. 72530 CSAH 27 
Dassel, MN  55325-2804. 
 
 

 
Newsletter Contest winner 
 
Congratulations to Lion Deb O’Flanagan of the  
Buffalo Lions Club. Lion Deb correctly identified 
the exclamation point used incorrectly on page 3  
of the January newsletter. Lion Deb‘s name was 
randomly drawn from the correct guesses to win 
this month’s prize. 
 
For winning the January newsletter contest, Lion 
Deb receives a stuffed roaring lion. 
Congratulations and thank you for reading The 
Lions’ Roar MD5M Newsletter. 
 
To qualify for the random drawing of the correct 
guesses, you must email me back with the 
location of the exclamation point that is used 
incorrectly. 
 
Look for it in this issue and get your entry in today. 
 
Email your entry to: atbailey@hcctel.net 
 

 
 

Important Dates to remember 
 
March 14 - 16, 2007 District Governor Elect 
Training 
March 17, 2007 - Council of Governors meeting 
April 12 - 15, 2007 MD5M Regional Leadership 
Institute - Mahnomen 
May 18 - 20, 2007 - MD5M Convention - Willmar, 
Minnesota 
July 2 - 6, 2007 - International Convention - 
Chicago, Illinois 
 
 

The Last Word 
 
If your club, district or other Lions project has 
something going on you feel should be in the 
MD5M Newsletter, send all the info to 
atbailey@hcctel.net and I’ll get it in the newsletter 
for Lions across the Multiple District to read about.  


